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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD VIA ZOOM, ON MONDAY 

5th JULY 2021 AT 7PM. 
 
 
Present: Councillor J Dabell (Town Mayor) 

Councillor A Peacock (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillors Amos, J Belsey, Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Duly, Mrs 
Farren, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Matthews, Mrs Mockford* Ody, 
Osborne, Scott*, Sweatman, Visser, Whittaker and Woodgate. 
 

* = absent   
 
Others present:  Town Clerk and 3 Members of the Public  

 
 

19 PUBLIC QUESTIONS  
 
It was asked whether the Council were aware of the plans to close St Barnabas and 
dispose of the asset.  As the only remaining community building in that part of the 
town would the town council support the parishioners and residents in trying to retain 
it.  The Leader replied that the Council had only just become aware of this matter and 
have asked questions of the Church to establish the position.  The Council will 
consider whether it has a role to play in seeing this building remain in community 
use.  
 

 
20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
 RESOLVED: To accept the following apology and reason for absence    
 

Cllr Mrs Mockford Working  
 
 

21 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes of the meeting of 5th May and 17th June for 
accuracy and that the Town Mayor sign them at the next opportunity.    

 
 
22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 

There were no new declarations 
 
 

23 TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Mayor’s engagements   
 

2021 
May 
12 John Saull’s Funeral 
12 Town Twinning Committee Meeting 
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13 Hand over Alive Inside Headphones to Age UK 
18 Hand over Alive Inside Headphones to the Library 
 
June 
2 Photo with the first hanging basket going up in town 
9 Town Twinning Committee Meeting 
16 Awards for Schools Challenge Mid Sussex Marathon – Crawley Down Village 

School  
21 Harbour Fish Bar – photo of cheque presentation to EG Foodbank 
 
July 
3 East Grinstead Rugby Club statue unveiling 
4 Town Twinning Cream Tea 
 
The Town Mayor highlighted his privilege in representing the Town Council at the 
commemorative unveiling for Matt Ratana at the Rugby Club. The events were noted 

 
 

24 TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
MAY DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 
The Leader advised that he had no particular matters to lay before the Council but 
had some updates from Finance and General Purposes which he would refer to at 
the agenda point to approve the minutes. 

 
25 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 
 
 There was none 
 
 
26 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE - WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 The Town Mayor welcomed Cllr Paul Marshall the Leader of WSCC and also Cllr 

Jacquie Russell the Cabinet lead for Children and young people services.   
 
 He said that WSCC had a lot of challenges 2 years ago and the council have been 

facing these and finding ways to address the. Children and Young People had been 
an area of grave concern and huge steps have been taken.  It was unheard of that 
the Department of Education would halt a process to set up a trust to deliver the 
service, but due to the tremendous improvement that is what has happened in West 
Sussex.  

 
 Fire and Rescue were also much improved and further investment is due. 
 
 Governance has been improved to make decision making more transparent. 
 
 WSCC spends over £1bn per year.  £600m is raised by Council Tax so value has to 

be shown at all times.  
 
 The Impact of Covid is a critical matter to be taken in to consideration on all services. 

We are still in a pandemic and the restrictions need to be minded especially in 
Children and Young People, education and mental health facilities. 
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 The pandemic has brought some good results with hurrying up of decisions and 
being able to respond as needed.  

 
 Rebuilding the Counties economy is a challenge, planning continues to present 

issues as Health and Education needs along with community access are all required 
to co-exist along with planning for new housing. Infrastructure must go hand in glove.  
Homes must be the right homes for the people who live in the community. 

 
 Cllr Jacquie Russell added 
 
 Local Matters:  St Margaret’s Loop is being looked at by WSCC to see if they can 

help to unblock the deadlock with Railway Paths, the issue is the bridges.  Loading 
assessments are necessary for the county to consider further.  

 
 Hectors Lane and Morton Road Planning applications have involved the County 

Council highways assessments due to concerns.  
 
 Evergreen Farm was heard at committee last week, Cllr Gibson and Cllr Russell both 

spoke raising concerns and the decision has been deferred for more information 
(probably September). 

 
 Children’s and Young People’s Service is moving forward, good news is that the 

three children’s homes which had been closed, one has reopened, all three have 
been refurbished and the remaining two will open soon.  These are all in Worthing.   
The three in the north of the county are all graded as excellent, as only8% of 
children’s homes in the country have that status, for all three in the north of the 
county to be so is quite an achievement.  

 
 Early Help Service - redesign. This is to prevent problems from escalating to social 

service / statutory intervention.  There are 43 buildings owned by the service the 
rationalisation is to lose expensive buildings but retain services in the community.  
This will progress to scrutiny committee on 27th July. 

 
 Questions followed:   
 
 The Northern border with Surrey is an area of development which has huge impacts 

on the town.  Specifically the Felbridge junction which is now a severe traffic issue.  
What can WSCC do to help solve this problem?  

 
WSCC have to rely on S106 payments to address highways issues, Cllr Marshall will 
work with cabinet member Joy Dennis and local members to try to resolve this. Cllr 
Russell will be asked to feedback on this.  

 
 Infrastructure is a big issue, LCWiP is in development for East Grinstead. The Road 

Verges have been growing like mad this year, some are unhappy about site and also 
aesthetic, others are happy about the biodiversity.  The verges have not been cut 
since April. Will this policy be reconsidered?  

 
 There has been a movement to support the ecological system but in towns, the green 

areas are also where children play, they cannot play in knee high grass.  So this is 
about a balance and no one size fits all. There is still a conversation to be had. 

 
 It is concerning that many of the Highways team’s desktop studies remain the norm. 

While this was understandable during the pandemic what guarantee is there that 
significant planning applications will have site visits and proper consideration from a 
position of knowledge, not assumption.  
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 It does sound as though East Grinstead could do with a visit from the Highways 
Cabinet member.  It is however accepted that the Highways planning team need to 
be more critical and challenging to plans and need to advise mitigation ideas to assist 
the planning authority.  It is accepted that personal visits will help this. 

 
 What is the Early Help Scheme? 
 
 The Service is a preventative service, it helps families where they are starting to 

struggle to support them and help them.  This in turn stops the need for more 
expensive and drastic statutory intervention later down the line if the problems can be 
nipped in the bud and the family supported at an early stage.  This is not the family 
health worker. 

 
 What is County doing to reduce public spending?  
 
 Repurposing money from services to the priorities, so while this is not saving money 

per se, some services are reduced or removed so that others can then benefit as 
greater priorities for the County.  

 
 It is so important for the outside inspection / audit as this helps to be a critical friend 

or external view.   This should not be seen as defensive, but embrace and learn from. 
Even when no longer in measures using the external view will be helpful.  

 
 What was the position with family courts? Are families and children able to get more 

support and access the courts? 
 
 Yes the process is much better than it was with better and more timely access for 

children and families. 
 
 Covid funding for access travel tranche 3 was refused but tranche 4 is coming soon 

is there any chance of WSCC getting more finding for LCWiP  
 
 Yes hopefully so, also WSCC are challenging the no tranche 3 money as they don’t 

understand the reasons for refusal. 
 

The Deputy Town Mayor gave a vote of thanks for both attending and being so open 
and informative on their updates,     

 
 
27 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEES  

 
 Cllr Visser Proposed the Planning Minutes, thanking his committee for all of their 

work this year.  
 

Cllr Woodgate proposed the Minutes of the Public Services Committee  
 
Cllr Mrs Farren proposed the minutes and to note the delegated decisions of the 
Amenities & Tourism Committees  

 
 Cllr Sweatman proposed the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting. 

including an update that the unspent earmarked reserves had been reallocated at the 
meeting and one of the large changes would allow the Council to meet some of its 
green environmental  targets much more quickly than anticipated.    
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 RESOLVED:   To accept the minutes and decisions therein of the below meetings: 
 

 Date Page Nos Minute Nos 
(a) Planning 05/05/2021 1 1-3 
(b) Public Services 05/05/2021 2 4-6 
(c) Amenities and Tourism  05/05/2021 3 7-9 
(d) Finance and General Purposes  05/05/2021 4 10-12 
(e) Amenities and Tourism 10/06/2021 Delegated  Decisions 
(f) Finance & General Purposes 17/06/2021 5-8 13-28 
(g) Planning 21/06/2021 9-33 29-35 

 
 
28 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS: 
 
 RESOLVED: To authorise the seal of the exclusive rights of burial deeds: 2228, 

2229, 2230.2231. 
 
 

 
The Town Mayor advised that the next meeting was 4th October and the meeting 
was closed at 8.08pm. 

 
 

Town Mayor  


